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Purpose 
On November 15, 2021, the President signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) to 
provide funding for Federal-aid highways, highway safety programs, transit programs, and for 
other purposes. The law funds the continuation of programs previously authorized under the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. A requirement within the law, 23 United 
States Code 134 (j) requires MPOs to develop listings of projects (including investments in 
pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities) for which federal funds were 
obligated in the preceding program year within 90 calendar days following the end of the 
program year. These listings shall be published or otherwise made available in accordance with 
MPO's public participation plan for the FTIP. Specifically:  

An Annual Listing of projects, including investments in pedestrian walkways and 
bicycle transportation facilities, for which federal funds have been obligated in the 
preceding program year shall be published or otherwise made available by the 
cooperative effort of the state, transit operator, and metropolitan planning 
organization for public review. This listing shall be consistent with the funding 
categories identified in each metropolitan transportation improvement program. 

Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 450.334 further clarifies the requirement as 

(a) In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90 calendar
days following the end of the program year, the State, public transportation
operator(s), and the MPO shall cooperatively develop a listing of projects
(including investments in pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation
facilities) for which funds under 23 U.S.C. or 49U.S.C. Chapter 53 were obligated in
the preceding program year.

(b) The listing shall be prepared in accordance with § 450.314(a) and shall include
all federally funded projects authorized or revised to increase obligations in the
preceding program year, and shall at a minimum include the TIP information
under § 450.326(g)(1) and (4) and identify, for each project, the amount of Federal
funds requested in the TIP, the Federal funding that was obligated during the
preceding year, and the Federal funding remaining and available for subsequent
years.

(c) The listing shall be published or otherwise made available in accordance with
the MPO's public participation criteria for the TIP.

This report fulfills the above requirement by listing all federally funded transportation projects 
in the San Diego region that were obligated during federal fiscal year (FFY) 2022 which covers 
the period from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Obligation refers to the federal 
government’s commitment to pay or reimburse the lead agency for the federal share of a 
project’s cost. Obligation of federal funds means that a project has received federal commitment 
for reimbursement and does not necessarily mean that the project was initiated or completed 
in that year or indicate the total cost of that project.  
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Background 
The 18 cities within San Diego County as well as the county government make up SANDAG, the 
San Diego Association of Governments. This public agency serves as the forum for regional 
decision-making. SANDAG builds consensus, makes strategic plans, obtains and allocates 
resources, plans, engineers, and builds public transportation and active transportation projects, 
and provides information on a broad range of topics pertinent to the region’s quality of life. 
SANDAG is governed by a Board of Directors composed of mayors, councilmembers, and 
county supervisors from each of the region's 19 local governments. Supplementing these voting 
members are advisory representatives from Imperial County, the U.S. Department of Defense, 
Caltrans, San Diego Unified Port District, Metropolitan Transit System (MTS), North County 
Transit District (NCTD), San Diego County Water Authority, San Diego County Regional Airport 
Authority, Southern California Tribal Chairmen's Association, and Mexico. Policy Advisory 
Committees assist the Board of Directors in carrying out the agency’s work program.  

SANDAG Board and Policy Committee meetings provide the public forums and decision points 
for significant regional issues such as growth, transportation, environmental management, 
housing, open space, air quality, energy, fiscal management, economic development, and 
public safety. The SANDAG Board of Directors establishes policies, adopts plans, allocates 
transportation funds, and develops programs to address regional issues. Citizens as well as 
representatives from community, civic, environmental, education, business, other special 
interest groups, and other agencies are involved in the planning and approval process by 
participating in committees, as well as by attending workshops and public hearings. 

Regional Transportation Plan 

SANDAG develops the long-range Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). The current plan, San 
Diego Forward: The 2021 Regional Plan (2021 Regional Plan), adopted by the Board of Directors 
on December 10, 2021, is the blueprint for a regional transportation system that further 
enhances quality of life, promotes sustainability, and offers more mobility options for people 
and goods. The 2021 Regional Plan was approved by the U.S. Department of Transportation on 
January 28, 2022. Updated every four years to reflect new planning priorities and changing 
projections of growth and travel demand, the long-range plan must be based on a realistic 
forecast of future revenues. Projects must be included in the RTP before being included in the 
Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP).  

Regional Transportation Improvement Program 

The RTIP is a multi-billion-dollar, five-year program of major highway, arterial, transit, and 
bikeway projects, including the Program of Projects for the countywide half-cent 
transportation sales tax program called TransNet. The RTIP is the short-term document 
(covers five years) that implements the RTP.  

Currently, the RTIP is updated every two years. Federal and state regulations identify the 
development process and required content for the programming document. In general, the 
RTIP must include all major projects receiving certain categories of federal or state 
transportation funding, which need federal and/or state approval. The RTIP must also include 
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capacity increasing projects and those projects which are identified as regionally significant. For 
a project to receive federal obligation, the project’s funds must be included in the region’s or 
the state’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).   

On December 10, 2021, the SANDAG Board of Directors approved the Revenue Constrained 2021 
Regional Plan and its air quality conformity analysis. The 2021 RTIP, covering FY2021 through FY 
2025, was adopted by the SANDAG Board on February 26, 2021, and the conformity 
determination, and conformity re-determination of the 2021 Regional Plan were jointly 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) on January 28, 2022, making the 2021 RTIP the valid TIP for the remainder 
of FFY 2022.  

Public Involvement 

It is the policy of SANDAG to encourage public participation in the development of agency 
planning and programming activities. Public involvement consists of participation on various 
SANDAG working groups, opportunities to comment at Board and committee meetings, 
public notices of document availability and public hearings, and through the SANDAG public 
communications program. As part of the 2021 Regional Plan, SANDAG implemented an 
extensive public outreach program. Additional outreach was done to comply with Title VI and 
environmental justice principles. The Community Based Organization Working Group, which 
is comprised of representatives from 12 community-based organizations or community 
collaboratives, serves disadvantaged/underserved communities. The CBO Working Group 
members provided ongoing public outreach and input for the 2021 Regional Plan.  SANDAG 
and the Southern California Tribal Chairmen’s Association have developed a Tribal 
Consultation Plan and the tribes provided input in the development of both plans. 

The Board adopted an updated Public Participation Plan (PPP) in December 2012 in accordance 
with MAP-21 and it was last updated in February of 2018. The revised PPP reflects the SANDAG 
commitment to public participation and involvement to include all residents and stakeholders 
in the regional planning and decision-making process.  

Obligation Report 
This report is divided between FHWA and FTA funding programs. Within each grouping, the 
obligations1 are listed by the different funding programs and ordered by the corresponding 
MPO identification number, where available. The MPO identification number is a unique project 
identifier used in the RTIP for projects. The listing shows the amount of federal funds that were 
programmed in the valid TIP for FFY 2022. 

The obligation information for FHWA-funded programs was provided by the California 
Department of Transportation while the obligation information for FTA-funded programs was 
derived from the FTA financial system referred to as TrAMS. SANDAG does not participate in the 
obligation process. 
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