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Specialized Transportation Grant Program 
Fact Sheet 

About the Specialized Transportation Grant Program  

Every two years, SANDAG distributes available Specialized Transportation Grant Program (STGP) funds to 
provide regional transportation services for older adults and individuals with disabilities. The STGP is crucial 
in meeting the increasing mobility needs of older adults and individuals with disabilities, especially when 
conventional transit is unavailable, insufficient, or inappropriate. Using local and federal dollars, the STGP 
seeks to address these needs. 

The STGP consists of two programs: the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 and the TransNet 
Senior Mini-Grant programs. The FTA Section 5310 program funds projects that enhance mobility for people 
age 65 and older and individuals with disabilities within the large, urbanized areas of San Diego County. 
The Senior Mini-Grant program uses funding from the TransNet local half-cent sales tax to provide 
specialized transportation for people aged 60 and older within San Diego County. SANDAG facilitates a 
competitive grant application process to award these funds.  

Accomplishments 

• Approximately $24 million in Senior Mini-Grant funds 
have supported 93 grants since 2009. 

• Approximately $22 million in FTA Section 5310 funds 
have supported 81 grants since 2015. 

• Over 34,000 individuals are estimated to be served 
through STGP grants annually.  

• STGP grants provided over 669,000 one-way 
passenger trips in 2023.

Eligible Applicants 

• Local governmental agencies 
• Nonprofit organizations 
• Private and public operators of public 

transportation 
• The Consolidated Transportation Services 

Agency 
• Tribal governments 

Grant Requirements 

• Projects must be derived from the very high 
or high priority strategies in the SANDAG 
Coordinated Plan. 

• At least 80% of a grant’s beneficiaries must be 
older adults or individuals with disabilities. 

• Grantees must report on grant progress at 
least quarterly. 

• Grantees must provide matching funds. 

  

https://www.sandag.org/projects-and-programs/transit/coordinated-plan


 

Free Language Assistance | Ayuda gratuita con el idioma | Libreng Tulong sa Wika  
Hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ miễn phí | 免费语言协助 | 免費語言協助 | مجانیة لغویة مساعدة  | 무료 언어 지원 | رایگان زبان کمک   
無料の言語支援 | Бесплатная языковая помощь | Assistência linguística gratuita | मु� भाषा सहायता  
Assistance linguistique gratuite | ជំនួយភាសាឥតគិតៃថ្ល | ఉ�త �� స�యం | ການຊ່ວຍເຫືຼອດ້ານພາສາຟຣີ  
Kaalmada Luqadda ee Bilaashka ah | Безкоштовна мовна допомога  

SANDAG.org/LanguageAssistance | 619.699.1900 
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Eligible Grant Types by Funding Source 

Funding 
Source 

Capital Mobility Management Operating 

FTA Section 
5310 

• Vehicle and other 
equipment 
procurement 

• Contracted 
transportation 
services 

• Transportation brokerage 
services 

• Transportation call centers 
• Travel training instruction 

• Mileage reimbursement 
• Volunteer driver 

programs 

TransNet  
Senior Mini-
Grant 

N/A • Transportation brokerage 
services 

• Transportation call centers 
• Travel training instruction 

• Mileage reimbursement 
• Volunteer driver 

programs 
• Transit pass subsidies 

Match Requirements by Funding Source and Grant Type 

Project Type FTA 
Section 5310 

TransNet Senior 
Mini-Grant 

Capital 15-20% N/A 

Mobility 
Management 20% 20% 

Operating 50% 20% 

Ride Options 

Contact the Consolidated Transportation Services Agency, Facilitating Access to Coordinated 
Transportation (FACT), at (888) 924-3228 or visit factsd.org to learn about available specialized 
transportation options in San Diego County. 

For More Information 

• Please visit SANDAG.org/STGP 
• Email grantsdistribution@sandag.org 

https://www.sandag.org/LanguageAssistance
https://sandag.sharepoint.com/sites/STGP/Shared%20Documents/03-Program%20Administration/08%20Marketing%20and%20Outreach/04%20Fact%20Sheet/2022/Drafts/factsd.org
https://www.sandag.org/funding/grant-programs/specialized-transportation/specialized-transportation-grant-program/competitive-process
mailto:grantsdistribution@sandag.org
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